
NORTH LAWNDALE 
JUVENILE JUSTICE SNAPSHOT (2009–2010)
May 2011  |  Commissioned by the Steans Family Foundation / Prepared by: Mariame Kaba

You Are Not Alone by Billy Dee



1  |  NORTH LAWNDALE JUVENILE JUSTICE SNAPSHOT (2009–2010)

This report presents key juvenile justice data in the North Lawndale  
community. North Lawndale is located on the west side of Chicago  
and was once known as the home of Sears and Roebuck. In the  
past few decades, the community has fallen on hard times as it  
has steadily lost population. Over 40,000 people now live in North 
Lawndale. 94% of the population is Black. Chapin Hall estimates 
that 7,786 children and youth ages 5–17 live in the neighborhood. 
Over 20% of youth ages 16–19 in North Lawndale are classified as 
“disconnected” which means that they are neither enrolled in school 
or employed (US Census Bureau, 2000). 

The Chicago Police Department reports data by district rather  
than by zip codes. North Lawndale is served by two police 
districts; the 10th which includes North Lawndale College Prep 
and the Lawndale Christian Development Corporation for example 
and the 11th which encompasses Homan Square and Manley High 
School. The 10th district also serves South Lawndale while the 
11th serves parts of the Garfield Park community. It is important 
to keep this information in mind while reviewing the data  
presented in this report. 

Most of the minors charged with a felony in Cook County are 
black, coming from communities in Chicago below the median 
income and with the highest unemployment like Austin, North 
Lawndale, West Englewood, Humboldt Park, and Roseland.  
North Lawndale is notorious for the number of its youth who  
are in trouble with the law. Living next door to the largest juvenile 
jail in the nation, the Cook County Juvenile Temporary Detention 
Center (JTDC), many of Lawndale’s youth find themselves swept 
into the juvenile legal system. The consequences for these youth 
are devastating. A recent report by the City of Chicago about 
youth violence suggests that “historically, statistics on the  
post-detention outcomes for youth in Cook County have been  
grim — nearly two-thirds recidivate, and only one-third re-enroll  
in school “(National Forum on Youth Violence Prevention:  
Chicago Initiative for Thriving Youth Report, 2011). Additionally, 
according to the same city report, “the mortality rate for youth 
leaving detention is about four times that of the general population 
of youth, almost entirely due to homicide” (Teplin et al., 2005).

The next few pages provide an overview of some key data  
about how youth in North Lawndale interact with the juvenile  
legal system. The report relies on data obtained through freedom 
of information act requests as well as data procured directly  
from stakeholders within the juvenile justice system.
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Based on data from the Chicago Police Department (CPD), the 11th district 
had the second highest number of juvenile arrests in both 2009 and 2010. 
The 11th district only trailed the 8th district in the total number of juvenile 
arrests in Chicago. The 10th district has numbers that are more in line with 
the rest of the city. According to the CPD, 61% of the population in the 10th 
district was Hispanic/Latino while 34% were African American. In the 11th 
district, 92% of the population is African American and 6% is Hispanic/Latino  
(CPD 2009 Annual Report).

According the Chicago Police Department, there were 1,348 total arrests 
of youth 17 and under in 2010 in the 10th district and 2,141 total arrests in 
the 11th district. In 2010, 133 arrests happened on school grounds in the 
10th district while 255 arrests took place on school grounds in the 11th district. 

Total Number of Arrests of Persons 17 and Under 
by Charge (10th and 11th districts, 2009 & 2010)
There is a difference between the total number of arrests provided by CPD and 
the detailed numbers by charge. The charge type is provided for informational 
purposes to provide context for the number of total arrests.

10th District 11th District

CHARGE TYPE 2009 2010 2009 2010

Felony 354 389 803 808

Misdemeanor 741 754 1,118 940

Other* 97 47 238 139

Total  
(based on charges)

1192 1190 2159 1887

Total (based on CPD 
district arrest totals)

1349 1348 2478 2141

*Municipal Ordinance Arrests

Arrests at Public School Locations by Districts 
(City of Chicago, 2009 & 2010) **

Location 2009 2010

Chicago 5,651 5,574

10th District 100 133

11th District 320 255

Source: CLEAR DW queried 3/8/11

**Includes location codes that reflect public schools buildings and public school grounds

JUVENILE ARRESTS IN 10th and 11th 

districts in 2009 and 2010



Court Referrals
Data provided by the Juvenile Probation and Court Services Department of the 
Circuit Court of Cook County offer a profile of the number of juvenile arrests that  
law enforcement referred to the Office of the State’s Attorney in 2010. Other  
information that will be shared in this section includes the gender and race for  
each juvenile referred to the Office of the State’s Attorney in 2010. 

Based on data from the Juvenile Probation and Court Services Department,  
in 2010, there were 19,726 court referrals in Cook County and 7,375 juvenile 
petitions filed in the Circuit Court of Cook County. The data shared in this section  
of the report is organized according to police district.



In the 11th district, 1021 juveniles were referred by law enforcement to the Office of 
the State’s Attorney in 2010.

Gender and Race/Ethnicity for Juveniles  
Referred to the Office of the State’s Attorney  
in 2010 – 11th district

A. 11th District Information
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In the 10th district, 686 juveniles were referred by law enforcement to the Office of 
the State’s Attorney in 2010.

Gender and Race/Ethnicity for Juveniles  
Referred to the Office of the State’s Attorney  
in 2010 – 10th district

B. 10th District Information

TOTALS:  
MALE: Black Hisp/Latino 3 (0.5%), Black/Af-Am 352 (55.8%), White Hisp/Latino 271 (42.9%), 
White/Caucasian 5 (.8%) 
FEMAL  E: Black Hisp/Latino 0 (0%), Black/Af-Am 33 (60%),  
White Hisp/Latino 20 (36.4%), White/Caucasian 2 (3.6%) 

TOTAL MALE: 631 (92%) TOTAL FEMALE: 55 (8%) GRAND TOTAL: 686 (100%)

Petitions Filed by the Office of the State’s Attorney 
(10th District)
In the 10th district, the Office of the State’s Attorney filed 295 delinquency 
petitions with the court in 2010. According to data from the Chicago Police 
Department, 61% of the population of the 10th district was Hispanic/Latino while 
34% was African-American. However, as can be seen in the table below, 63%  
of the juveniles with filed petitions were African-American. This illustrates the  
disproportionate contact with the juvenile legal system among Black youth.

Gender and Race/Ethnicity for Juveniles  
With Filed Petitions in 2010 – 10th district
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TOTALS: 
MALE: Black/Af-Am 179 (63.9%), White Hisp/Latino 100 (35.7%), White/Caucasian 1 (.4%) 
FEMALE: Black/Af-Am 8 (53.3%), White Hisp/Latino 7 (46.7%), White/Caucasian 0 (0%) 
TOTAL MALE: 280 (94.9%) TOTAL FEMALE: 15 (5.1%) GRAND TOTAL: 295 (100%)
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 Asian  Black Hisp/Latino  Black/Af-Am  White Hisp/Latino  White/Caucasian

TOTALS:  
MALE: Asian 3 (0.3%), Black Hisp/Latino 4 (0.4%), Black/Af-Am 993 (97.5%),  
White Hisp/Latino 20 (2%), White/Caucasian 1 (0.1%) 
FEMALE: Asian 0 (0%), Black Hisp/Latino 2 (2.3%), Black/Af-Am 82 (94.3%),  
White Hisp/Latino 2 (2.3%), White/Caucasian 1 (1.1%) 

TOTAL MALE: 934 (91.5%) TOTAL FEMALE: 87 (8.5%) GRAND TOTAL: 1021 (100%)

SOURCE: Juvenile Enterprise Management System, Cook County Juvenile Probation

Petitions Filed by the Office of the State’s Attorney 
(11th district)
In the 11th district, the Office of the State’s Attorney filed 563 delinquency 
petitions with the court in 2010. 

Gender and Race/Ethnicity for Juveniles With Filed 
Petitions in 2010 – 11th district

TOTALS:  
MALE: Black Hisp/Latino 0 (0%), Black/Af-Am 520 (98.5%), White Hisp/Latino 8 (1.5%) 
FEMALE: Black Hisp/Latino 2 (5.7%), Black/Af-Am 33 (94.3%), White Hisp/Latino 0 (0%) 
TOTAL MALE: 528 (93.8%) TOTAL FEMALE: 35 (6.2%) GRAND TOTAL: 563 (100%)
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Juveniles with an Active Formal Supervision Case 
in 2010 (race/ethnicity, gender – 11th district)

Juveniles with an Active Formal Supervision Case 
in 2010 (race/ethnicity, gender – 10th district)

Juveniles with an Active Formal Supervision Case 
in 2010 (race/ethnicity, gender – 11th district)

Juveniles with an Active Informal Supervision Case 
in 2010 (race/ethnicity, gender – 10th district)

Probation/Supervision 
Once the Office of the State’s Attorney files a petition, then the case is heard by a judge. The judge has several options which include finding the youth not-delinquent  
(not guilty), finding the youth guilty, recommending probation or supervision (formal or informal ), or committing the youth to the Department of Juvenile Justice  
(youth prison). 

The judge can only sentence the juvenile to supervision or probation upon an adjudication of delinquency (the juvenile either pleads guilty or is found delinquent after 
trial). The judge has the option of ordering the juvenile to participate in pre-trial services such as evening reporting or electronic monitoring while the case is pending, 
which are run by the probation department, but those are not sentences of supervision or probation.

11th District 10th District

1.6% 1.5%
8%1.6% 1.5%

TOTALS: 
MALE: Black Hisp/Latino 0 (0%), Black/Af-Am 160 (99.4%), White Hisp/Latino 2 (1.6%) 
FEMALE: Black Hisp/Latino 1 (.6%), Black/Af-Am 177 (98.9%), White Hisp/Latino 1 (.6%)  
TOTAL MALE: 161 (89.9%) TOTAL FEMALE: 18 (10.1%) GRAND TOTAL: 179 (100%)

TOTALS: 
MALE: Black/Af-Am 50 (54.3%), White Hisp/Latino 42 (45.7%) 
FEMALE: Black/Af-Am 6 (66.7%), White Hisp/Latino 3 (33.3%) 
TOTAL MALE: 92 (91.1%) TOTAL FEMALE: 9 (8.9%) GRAND TOTAL: 101 (100%)

TOTALS: 
MALE: Black Hisp/Latino 1 (1.5%), Black/Af-Am 40 (61.5%), White Hisp/Latino 23 (35.4%), 
White/Caucasian 1 (1.5%) 
FEMALE: Black Hisp/Latino 0 (0%), Black/Af-Am 11 (61.1%), White Hisp/Latino 6 (33.3%), 
White/Caucasian 1 (5.6%) 
TOTAL MALE: 65 (78.3%) TOTAL FEMALE: 18 (21.7%) GRAND TOTAL: 83 (100%)
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TOTALS: 
MALE: Asian 2 (1.6%), Black/Af-Am 118 (96.7%), White Hisp/Latino 2 (1.6%) 
FEMALE: Asian 0 (0%), Black/Af-Am 23 (92%), White Hisp/Latino 2 (18%) 
TOTAL MALE: 122 (83%) TOTAL FEMALE: 25 (17%) GRAND TOTAL: 147 (100%)



Detention 
The Cook County Juvenile Temporary Detention Center (JTDC) serves mostly as a pre-trial detention facility. This facility holds the juvenile in custody while his/her  
case is pending, but before an adjudication of delinquency. The Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) operates Illinois’s youth prisons. If a juvenile is adjudicated  
delinquent or found to have violated probation, they can be sentenced to the DJJ. 

According to data obtained from the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority (ICJIA), in 2010, 5213 youth were admitted to the Cook County Juvenile Temporary 
Detention Center (JTDC). 4749 of the incarcerated youth were male and 464 were female. 83% of the jailed youth were Black. Youth were detained for an average  
of 23 days. Unfortunately, data is not available by zip code at this time. However, an official freedom of information act request will be submitted over the summer  
to access data by zip code (if available). 

In the meantime, data was available for 2009 about the number of arrests that resulted in detention at the JTDC for 8 community areas:

2009 Cook County Juvenile Arrests Resulting in Detention for 8 key communities (by Race)

African American Asian Latino White Other Totals

Austin 351 5 1 357

Englewood 498 4 502

Humboldt Park 189 95 4 288

Little Village, North 
Lawndale, Pilsen

170 78 5 1 254

Rogers Park 120 3 22 7 152

So. Shore/So. 
Chicago

293 26 2 321

8 Communities 
Total

1621 3 230 19 1 1874

% Totals 86% 12% 1% 1% 100%

Source: Cook County Juvenile Court – Juvenile Probation Department – prepared on 8/12/2010 by Dr. Lewis

1 Please note that a juvenile can be arrested once and have several charges.

2 Supervision (or supervised probation) is the guidance, treatment, or regulation of a youth by a probation agent on behalf of the court. Supervision may be imposed upon a youth 
adjudicated delinquent or upon certain non-delinquent youths such as Minors Requiring Authoritative Intervention (MRAI). (ICJIA, Glossary, 2007).

3 The data on the “informal supervision” cases represent cases that were diverted from the formal court process (no petition was filed in court). These decisions are made 
by the Office of the State’s Attorney and Juvenile Probation and Court Services without judicial involvement. 

4 The Cook County Juvenile Temporary Detention Center is the juvenile jail for the county. Following allegations of abuse, violence, and unsanitary conditions, control of JTDC 
was handed over to a temporary administrator, Earl Dunlap, through an order from a U.S. Federal Judge.

Implications of the Data
The data in this report present a bleak picture about the juvenile justice involvement of young people in North Lawndale.  Hundreds of juveniles in North Lawndale  
are arrested each year, similar numbers find themselves appearing in court, detained, and/or on supervision/probation.  What should be done to address this social 
problem? The first step is to ensure that community members are educated about how the juvenile justice system operates and to arm them with accurate data in 
order to become effective advocates for these young people in trouble with the law.  Next, community-based alternatives to juvenile justice system involvement must 
be created and sustained in North Lawndale.  Currently, there are few such options for youth in Lawndale.  Finally, coordinated action and movement-building among  
all of the neighborhood stakeholders are necessary pre-requisites for successfully reducing the numbers of juveniles in North Lawndale who are arrested, detained,  
and incarcerated every year. 


